2 DI EC TONSS 


OF THE 


$LORDS and COMMONSS 
þ- Aſſembled in - 


S PARLIAMENT. 


After advice had with the Aſſembly $ 
of Divines, for the clecing and chooſing of & 
RULING-ELDERS in all the & 


Congregations, and in the Clafſicall Aflem- 
blies for the Cities of Loxdox and 


Weſtminfter,and the ſeverall Counties 
of the Kingdom : 


Forthe ſpeedy ſetling of the 


Presbyteriall-Government. 


Die Martis 19 Auguſt. 1645. 


; Rdered by the Loxps Aſſembled in Parliament, That &6 
3 theſe Direftions for eleRing of Elders in particular 
7 Congragattons, and Clafficall Aſſemblies, be art. prin- I 
' Joh. Brown Cler. Parliamentorun. US; 
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Dre Martis, 19 Augufti. 1645. | 


DIRECTIONS 


OR TNE 


Eletionof Elders. 


: I 

2 Hat the Ruling Elders of a Paro- 
We. 'chiall and congregationall Elder- 
<3 {hip ſhall be cholen by the feverall 
Mintſters, and members of their 
A Congregation relpeCively, being 
luch as have taken the Nationall Covenant, and 
are not perſons under age, nor {eryants that have 

no families. Mey | 
2. Thatnotice of ſucheletion, and of the 
day when.itſhall be given by the Miniſter in the 
publique aſfembly the next-Lords day but one 
betore, and on that ſaid Lords day a Sermon be 
preached preparatoty. to that , weighty © biifi- 
nelle. , 3- Tha 
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3- Fhatno man be choſen for a Ruling: Elder 
but onely for one Congregation, and'that in the 
place where his moſt rd dwelling andimploy- 
ment doth lie. 

4. That it ſhall be lawtull for the Congrega- 
tion ref; pecavely, or any other perſons to exhi- 
bite exceptions againſt any perlon elected. as 
atorelard, touching the right of his cleCtion, or 
touching matter of ignorance, or {candal], here- 
aiter mentioned, within fourtcene daies next 
after the ſaid election to ſuch. perſons, Miniſters, 
and others, as ſhall be appointed by Authority 
of Parliament, to.receive the laid exceptions, 
which, ſaid perlons ſhall have power.to receive, 
heare, and determine all complaints againſt any 
Elder of ignorance and ſcandall, within the de- 
{cription of ignorance and ſcandall Hereafter 
mentioned, 

And ſhall have power to- approve de perſon 
lo-eleQed, in caſe no.juſt exception, as aforeſaid, 
ſhall be proved againſt him, Bur if he ſhall upon 
juſt proote be found ignorant or ſcandalous, as 
aforeſaid, then toremove him. And.if any of the 
ſaid Elders ſhall be ad zudged to be ES as 
aforeſaid , then —_— ſhall be choſen. in his 
_ /placeasatorelaid, 


&. That 
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5. That ſuch ſhall be choſen for Ruling Elders 
as are men of good ap gn. in matters' of 
Religion, ftound:inthe Gaith, prudent, diſcreet, 
grave, and of unblameable converſation. And 
willing to undergoe the faid Office. 

6. That all pariſhes and places whatſoever, 
( as well priviledged places, and exempt jurifdi- 
tions, as others ) be brought under the gouern- 
mentof Congregationall, Claflicall, Provinciall, 
and Nationall Aſſemblies. Provided. that the 
Chappels or places in the houſes of the Peeres of 
this Realme ſhall continue free for the exerciſe 
of Divine duties, to be performed: according to 
the DireQory.. 

7. Thatthe Chappell of the Rolles, the two 
Serzeants Innes, and the foure Innes of Court, 
ſhall be each of them a Congregationall Preſ- 
bytery withinthemſcives, and i. a Claflicall 
Presbytery in the whole. 

8. That the Province of London ſhall be di- 
vided into twelve Claflicall Elderſhips accor- 
ding to the diſtributions hereafter following: 


Thi firſt Claffis to containe : 
A Lhallowes Breadftreet, | Anne BlackFriers, 
Andrewes Wardrepe, | Auſtins Pariſb, 


Bennet 


(4). 
Bennet Pauls wharfe, | Mary Aldermayy, 


Faiths, Mary le Bow, 
Gregorzes, Matthew Fridayſtreet, 
John Evangeliſt, Mildreds Bread$treet, 
Margaret Moſes, Pauls, | 
Martin Ludgate, Peters Pauls wharfe. 


- The ſecond Claſſis to containe : 


Ambhomes vulgo An- | ery Mounthaunt w#l- 
thelms. | £0 Mounthiaw, 

Bennet Sherehogge. | Michael Queene Hithe, 

Fwy Garlickbithe, _ | Michael Royall, 


obn Baptiſts, Nicholas old Abby, 
Martin in the Vintry, Nicholas Olawes, 
Mary Magdalen old fiſh- | Fancret Soperlane, 

ſtreet, | | Thomas Apoſile, 
Mary Somerſet, . Trinity Parifh. 


The third Clallts to containe : 


Alhallowes the greater, | Mary Bothaw, © 
Alballowes the leſſe, . Mary Woolchurch, 
Alballowes Lumberſtreet, | Mary Woolnoth, 
Edunnds Lumberſtreet, | Nicholas Aron, + 
Laxrence Pountney, Stephens in Walbrook, 
Mary Abchurch, Swithens, 


The 


z 
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53. 
The foutth'Clafſis to:containe : 


Andrew Hyubbert, | Mags, 


Bennet Grace-chureh,” | Margatet New- fifofirea,” 
Buttolph Billing ſpate, ' ' Martin Orpars, 
Clements in Ea os "Mary eds; . - * 

Dionis Barkeburch, Michael Crookedlane. 


George Buttolpb-lane, | Michael Cornhill, 
Leonard in Eaftcheape, | Peters Cornhill. 

The fitth Clafits to containe : 
Anne Alderſgate, Mary Staynings, 
Buttol pb Alderſy pate, | Mitbael in the Corne, 
Brides, : | -ommlgo inthe Querne, 
Bridewell, . ( Olawes SilwerStreet,. ."' 
Chriftchurth, « Feters Cheape, 
Fokn Zachary, | Pedafſt, alias F ofters. 
'Lecnard Fofi erlave, 


The fixth Clafſis to containe t 


Albanes Woodftreet, - | Mary. Aldermanbury, 
Alballowes Honi-lane, Marywoudlins Milk Breet 


Alphage, Is Mary Colechirch, 

Giles Creeplegate, 1 Michael in W oodftreet, 
James Chappell, | Mildred in the Poultry, 
Laurence in the Jury, Olives imthe Tewry. 
Martix in Trem <6 MR 


The 
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The ſeventh Claflis to containe : 


Alballowes by the Wall, | Margeret Lothbary, 
Bartholmew Ex change, | Michael Befbinſhaw, 
Bennet Fynck., Peter Poore, 

Buttolph Biſhopſgate, | Stevens C olemanſtreet. 


Chriſtophers, | 


The eight Claflis to containe ; 


Andrew Underſhaft, | Katherine Cree-Church, 
Buttolph Algate, | Leonard Shoreditch, 
Ethelburge, Martins Oteſwich, wulgo 
Hackney, | Outwich. 

Hellens, Mary Newington , alias 
James Dukes-place, Soke Newington. 


The ninth Claflis to containe : 


E Alballowes Barkan, | Olzves Hartſtreet, 
Alballowes Stanings, | Peters inthe Tower, 


Dunſtans in the Eaſt, | Stepney, 
Gabriel Fenchurch, | Trinity Minories, 
K atherine Coleman, Wapping, 
Katherine Tower, [hs 
Margaret Pattons, 


W ppg ppell. 
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The tenth Clafſisro coltaine : 


George Southwarke, | Newington Buts, 
Lambeth, Olives SY; 
Mary Magdales | Rotherhith: wnlgo Revriff 
Bermondſey, | Thomas Hoſpitall, ; 
Mary Owers, | | Thomas Southwarke, 


The eleventh Claflis to containe : 


Clemmets Dawes, | Newcburth, 

Giles in the Fields, | Ptters Weſtminſter, 
Knightsbridge, | Pauls chappell in covent 
Margaret Weftn-zafter, © Garden. 

Martins in the Fields. | 


The twelfth Claſlts tro-containe : 


Andrew Hotborne, Dunſtones in the Weſt, 
Bartholmew the greater, | fames Clarkenwell, 
Bartholmew the Jeſſe, | Mary Iflington, 
Charterbouſe, Sepulchers. 


9. That all the teverall Pariſhes and Places 
within the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
and the parts adjacent, according as they ate 
diſtmguithed into twelve ſeverall Claflis, ſhall 

B be 


(8) 
be the extent and. bounds :.of the. Province of 


London. 


Concerning tbe members of the C laſſecall and Congre- 
gationall Aſſemblies in ihe ſeverall Counties. 


T Hat in the (cveral] Counties certain per- 
þ ſons, Mmiſters, and others, ſhall be appoin- 
ted by authority of Parliament, who ſhall con- 
fider how their leverall Counties reſpeCtively 
may be moſt conveniently divided into diſtin 
clatlicall Presbyteries, and what Miniſters and 0- 
thers are fit ta be of each Claflis. And they ſhall 
accordingly make luch diviſion, and nomination 
of perlons tor each: claflicall Presbytery, which 
Divitions, and perlons lo named for every Divi- 
fion ſhall-be certified up to the Parlament. Fhat 
the Chancel\ors, Vice-chancellors, and heads of 
the Uniuverlities (hall conſider how the Colled- 
.ges may be molt conveniently put into claflicall 
Presbyteries, and doe certitic the ſame up unto 
the Parliament. 

And the laid {everal] Claflis re{peCtively * be- 
ng approvedby Parltamert within their ſeve- 
rall Precinas ſhall have power to conſtitute 
. Congregationall Elderſhips where a competent 
number of perlons lo qualified tor. Elders, as a- 

fore. 


foreſaid, ſhall be found. And whereno perſons 
ſhall be found fit ro be Elders, asaf6relaid, then 
that Congiegation ſhall be immediately under 
the Claſlicall Pregbytery, untill that congrega- 
tion ſhall be enabled with members fit to be El- 
ders, as aforelaid. 

The congregational] Aſſembly ſhall meet once 
every weeke, and oftner if occaſion ſhall {erve. 
The claflicall Afſembly ſhall meet once every 


moneth. 
Concerning members of the Prowinciall A (ſſembly. 


7 * He Provincial Aſſembly fhall be conſtitu- 

ted of members (ent from every Claſlis 
within the Province. 

The number of: che members ſent from each 
Claflis ſhall be fo proportioned, as that the Pro- 
vinciall Afſembly may be more in number then 
any Claflicall Presbytery within that Province. 
And to that end there ſhall be at leaſt tryo. Mi- 
niſters, and foure Ruling.Elders out of every 
Clailis. Ard that where there ſhall be need, the 
number may be increaled, asto the perſons ap- 
pointed for the bounding of the Provinciall 
Aſſembly ſhall leem meet. Provided, that the 
numbes 
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- number <C010t extbed nine of each, Miniſters © 
and Ruling-Elders, from any one Chills. And 
that there wakes be rwo Ruling-Elders to one - 
Miniſter. That the Provinciall Aſſembly being 
conſtituted, ſhall nicer twice every yeere, the 
firſt meeting ſhall be determined by the perſons 
appointed for the bounding of the Provincrall and 
Claſlicall Aflemblies, 


Concerning the Nationall Aſſembly. 


'{ Hat rhe Natronall aſſembly {hall be con- 
{tituted of members ſent from the ſeveral] 
Provmces aforeſaid, the number of the members 
from'each Province to the Nationall Aſſembly 
ſhall betwo Miniſters, and foure Ruling-Elders, 
The Nationall Aiſembly 1» to. meet when they 
| - ſhall be (umamoned by Parhament, and to ſit and 
continue as the Parhament ſhall order, and not 
otherwile. 


